In the title compound, C 13 H 11 ClO 2 , the dihedral angle between the mean planes of the 2-chlorophenyl and phenol rings is 87.4 (9) . The methyl hydroxy group lies nearly perpendicular to the plane of its attached benzene ring [O-C-C-C torsion angle = 84.3 (3) ]. The two hydroxy groups lie on the same side of the molecule and are in a slightly twisted gauche conformation [O-C-C-O torsion angle = 77.1 (8) ] to each other. In the crystal, O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds between nearby methylhydroxy groups form dimers in alternating pairs aligned diagonally along the b axis. A view along the c axis reveals a hexameric aggregate mediated by a ring of six O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds generating an R 6 6 (12) motif loop.
Related literature
For general background to the use of benzhydrols, see: Ohkuma et al. (2000) . For the use of the title compound in the perfume and pharmaceutical industries, see: Meguro et al. (1985) . For related diphenylmethanol structures, see: Betz et al. (2011); Ferguson et al. (1995) ; Siddaraju et al. (2010) . Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Experimental

Crystal data
Data collection: CrysAlis PRO (Agilent, 2012); cell refinement: CrysAlis PRO; data reduction: CrysAlis RED (Agilent, 2012); program(s) used to solve structure: SUPERFLIP (Palatinus & Chapuis, 2007) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL2012 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: OLEX2 (Dolomanov et al., 2009) and Mercury (Macrae et al., 2006) ; software used to prepare material for publication: OLEX2. intermediates for the synthesis of pharmaceuticals (Ohkuma et al., 2000) , including drugs such as diphenhydramine, orphenadrine, diphenidol and phenyltoloxamine. The crystal structures and hydrogen bonding in some diphenylmethanols have been reported (Ferguson et al., 1995) . The title compound, 2-[(2-chlorophenyl) hydroxymethyl]phenol, (I), is a derivative of diphenylmethanol and it is used in the perfume and pharmaceutical industries (Meguro et al., 1985) .
Recently, the crystal structure of (2-methylphenyl) (phenyl)methanol (Siddaraju et al., 2010) and 2-(2-benzylphenyl)
propan-2-ol (Betz et al., 2011) were reported. In view of the importance of diarylmethanols, this paper reports the crystal structure of the title compound, C 13 H 11 O 2 Cl, (I).
In (I), the dihedral angle between the mean planes of the 2-chlorophenyl and phenol rings is 87.4 (9)° (Fig. 1) . The methyl hydroxy group lies nearly perpendicular to the plane of its attached benzene ring [O1/C1/C2/C3 torsion angle = 84.3 (3)°]. The two hydroxy groups lie on the same side of the molecule and are in a slightly twisted gauche conformation [O1/C1/C3/O2 angle = 77.1 (8)°] to each other. In the crystal O-H···O hydrogen bonds between nearby methylhydroxy groups form dimers in alternating pairs aligned diagonally along the b axis and conribute to packing stability (Fig. 2) . A view along the c axis reveals a hexameric aggregate mediated by a ring of six O-H···O hydrogen bonds generating an R 6 6 (12) motif loop ( Fig. 3 ).
Experimental
The title compound was obtained as a gift sample from R. L. Fine Chem, Bengaluru, India. X-ray quality crystals were obtained from benzene solution by slow evaporation. (m.p.: 368-373 K).
Refinement
H2 was located by a difference map and refined isotropically. All of the remaining H atoms were placed in their calculated positions and then refined using the riding model with Atom-H lengths of 0.95Å or 1.00 (CH), or 0.84° (OH).
Isotropic displacement parameters for these atoms were set to 1.2 (CH) or 1.5 (OH) times U eq of the parent atom.
Idealised tetrahedral OH refined as rotating group: O1(H1).
Computing details
Data collection: CrysAlis PRO (Agilent, 2012) ; cell refinement: CrysAlis PRO (Agilent, 2012) ; data reduction: CrysAlis RED (Agilent, 2012) ; program(s) used to solve structure: SUPERFLIP (Palatinus & Chapuis, 2007) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL2012 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: OLEX2 (Dolomanov et al., 2009) and Mercury (Macrae et al., 2006) ; software used to prepare material for publication: OLEX2 (Dolomanov et al., 2009 ). Packing of the molecules along c axis displaying a hexameric aggregate mediated by a ring of six O-H···O hydrogen bonds generating an R 6 6 (12) motif loop.
2-[(2-Chlorophenyl)(hydroxy)methyl]phenol
Crystal data Extinction correction: SHELXL2012 (Sheldrick, 2008) , Fc * =kFc[1+0.001xFc 2 λ 3 /sin(2θ)] -1/4 Extinction coefficient: 0.00038 (12) Special details Geometry. All esds (except the esd in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance matrix. The cell esds are taken into account individually in the estimation of esds in distances, angles and torsion angles; correlations between esds in cell parameters are only used when they are defined by crystal symmetry. An approximate (isotropic) treatment of cell esds is used for estimating esds involving l.s. planes.
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å 2 )
x y z U iso */U eq Cl1 0.66585 (5) 0.59567 (4) 0.59620 (10) 0.0780 (4) 
